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ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION 

Participation of Observers in the Work of the Kimberley Process 
 

1. In the definition given in Section I of the KPCS Document, "Observer” means a 
representative of civil society, the diamond industry, international organizations and non- 
participating governments invited to take part in Plenary meetings." 
2. Observers may seek to participate in the existing civil society or industry coalitions, 
membership in which is determined by the respective coalitions. The KP Chair informs all 
KP Participants of current membership in the Observer coalitions. Each such coalition may 
participate in KP activities as a single entity with a unified voice. 

3. Observers may also participate independently as individuals or entities. Applications for 
the status of independent Observer are reviewed by the Committee on Participation and 
Chairmanship, which makes its recommendations to the KP Chair. The KP Chair informs 
the applicant and the KP Participants of the results of reviewing the applications for gaining 
the status of independent Observer. 
 
4.  Representatives of Observer coalitions and independent Observers may fully participate 
in all sessions at Intersessional and Plenary meetings of the KP. They may also participate in 
meetings of the Working Groups on a temporary or permanent basis, at the invitation of their 
respective Chairs or the KP Chair. Observers’ applications for membership and participation 
in KP working bodies should be considered in accordance with the regulations of the AD on 
KP Participants’ Applications for membership, and participation of KP working bodies. 
Observers have the same responsibilities regarding confidentiality as Participants. 
 
5. Participation of Observers in the KP may be of advisory and expert in nature, including 
possible provision of technical support to KP activities. 

6. An individual participating in a KP meeting as a member of participant delegation is not 
eligible to be concurrently a member of an Observer delegation in the particular 
event/activity of the KP. An individual participating as a member of an observer delegation in 
a KP Meeting is not eligible to be concurrently a member of any Participant and/or another 
observer delegation for a particular event/activity.   

7. All Observers should meet at least the following criteria: 

1)  Experience in/knowledge of activities related to natural resource exploitation, 
particularly diamonds; 

2) Demonstrated interest in the activity of the Kimberley Process; 

3) A willingness and ability to participate in the activity of the KP Intersessional and 
Plenary meetings, KP working bodies, review visits and missions. 

8. In cases where an independent Observer is not fulfilling its responsibilities as set out 
above, the withdrawal of its privileges could be discussed by Committee on Participation and 
Chairmanship. In cases where a member of either Observer coalitions is not fulfilling its 
responsibilities as set out above, the matter can be raised with the relevant coalition. 

Guangzhou, November 14, 2014*** 


