
Closing remarks of intercessional meeting 24 June 2022 

by 

 Jacob Thamage, KP Chair. 

 

Hon. Minister and KP Vice Chair,  

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

1. I am so happy that we have reached this point of our agenda. 

This has only been possible thanks to all of you. You will recall 

that when we started on Monday afternoon it took an 

inordinate amount of time to reach consensus on the agenda 

as initially the EU had proposed inclusion of an agenda item 

around which there was no consensus. 

 

2. As is practice within the KP I engaged in bilateral meetings 

with those who supported the EU’s proposal as well as with 

those who did not support it. During the meetings other ideas 

or proposals were tabled for inclusion on the agenda. For 

instance those who supported the EU’s initial proposal wished 

a modified proposal that spook to preventing diamonds from 

fuelling conflicts. The Russian Federation on the other hand, 

proposed that an item to discuss preparations for the next 

review cycle to start in 2023. There was no consensus on 

these.  

 

3. Thankfully, there was consensus that the KP is too important 

an entity and that it needs to continue with its work hence the 

agreement to adopt the agenda that we followed this week. 

 



4. I must, once again, thank everyone for their patience and 

willingness to allow for unplanned bilateral meetings that took 

your afternoon away. Thanks again to the Chairs of the 

working groups for making sure that we catch up on the 

sessions that were meant for Monday afternoon. 

 

5. I have said before that dialogue, partnerships, cooperation 

and mutual respect are indispensable values if we are to 

continue infusing resiliency and agility into the KP. We must 

all, especially through KPCS’s 3 year review cycles, 

continuously  question whether the KP remains fit for purpose.   

 

6. During one of the bilateral meetings I had with Civil Society, 

they raised concern that they feel they are increasingly 

ridiculed and intimidated within the KP. My plea as Chair is 

that we exercise tolerance even to those with whom we do 

not agree, share the same views or even see things the same 

way. I hope that we can also as a collective extend the mutual 

respect that permeates the KP family to all including Civil 

Society without whom there would be no KPCS. 

 

7. I must say what you achieved this week has far exceeded my 

expectations all thanks to your collective effort and dedication. 

Like they say, if you want to move fast go alone however if 

you want to go far go together. We have proven that working 

together works and this we will need more of, if we are to 

deliver on the review of the KP next year.  

 

8. I am pleased to note that progress is slowly being seen with 

the work of the TET on the proposed location of the 

Permanent Secretariat, it is not easy but as the Kimberley 



Process, we have always managed to come to a consensus 

even on the most difficult issues.  

 

9. You have just heard from the President of the WDC that the 

ASM which has been carrying out the work of a Permanent 

Secretariat may not be available in the not too distant future. 

This further calls for expediency with discussions on the KP 

Permanent Secretariat. 

 

10. As just indicated in the work group reports the steady 

progress being made on the preparatory work of the review 

exercise of the Core Document is also a positive exercise by 

this Intercessional meeting, so let us continue to discuss to 

ensure a fruitful plenary session. 

 

11. Among the successes of this intercessional is one major 

review visit recently undertaken. This is symbolic as it is the 

first review visit following the interruption of these caused by 

the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. I wish to express my 

appreciation to South Africa, for leading a successful review 

visit to Zimbabwe, this for my office as Chair of the Kimberley 

Process is really a success story for this year and I have 

personally requested that lessons learnt in Zimbabwe could be 

shared with other participants in preparation for future review 

missions.   

 

12. In the next few weeks, I shall be engaging with the Chairs 

of the working groups to commence drafting of terms of 

reference for an Ad hoc working group for review of the KPCS. 



The intention would be to have the terms of reference 

approved at Plenary and an Ad hoc working group set up.  

 

13. When Botswana took over the Chairmanship of the KP in 

2022, we committed ourselves to upholding the legacy of the 

Kimberley Process mechanism, preserving and building-on the 

gains made over the years through rigorous adherence to the 

founding principles of this auspicious body, and to this we 

have to take into account the current and emerging challenges 

and opportunities. 

 

14. For the last 22 years, our countries have fought to protect 

the integrity of the diamond value chain. This beautiful Gem 

we call diamonds has become the backbone of our economies, 

all of us, as producers and importers. It symbolises far more 

than just the stone the world sees but the livelihoods of men, 

women and children in our countries.  

 

15. Let me in closing note that it is my hope that resolutions 

may be found on all issues, including in areas where 

disagreements remain. As chair I am always available to 

ensure that we achieve our mandate, and I encourage you to 

continue with dialogue amongst yourselves as we prepare for 

the plenary session to be held in the next five (5) months. 

 

16. I have received lot of support from many of our 

stakeholders who provided sponsorships to make this week’s 

intercessional meeting possible. We received support and 

sponsorships from, DTCB, Debswana, De Beers Botswana, 



BOFINET, BITC, ODC and BDMA. We are very grateful for their 

support and generosity. 

 

17. I know many of you are leaving today and I wish safe 

travel. For those who may still be around, please take 

advantage of the last 24hours or so of your stay to enjoy the 

Flora and Fauna that Kasane has to offer. 

 

18. I look forward to welcoming you to Gaborone in November 

for the Plenary. 

 

 

I thank you for your kind attention and once more, 

safe travel. 

 

 

************* 

  


