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Dear Kimberley Process Participants and Observers, 
Dear Friends,

At the start of the European Union's Chairmanship of the Kimberley Process, I would 
like to send you my best wishes for the New Year. I would like to thank Robert Owen- 
Jones and his team for chairing the Kimberley Process in 2017. As Chair, 1 look forward 
to working with India, as Vice-Chair, with the Kimberley Process working bodies, with 
all Participants and Observers, with all of you, in the year ahead.

The Brisbane Plenary, in December 2017, has taken important decisions. The newly 
created Ad Hoc Committee for Review and Reform under Indian Chairmanship and with 
Angola as Vice-Chair will have an important role to play.

2018 will be a crucial year for the Kimberley Process, in working for tangible progress 
for the honest diamond trade, and meeting the call of the international community to 
ensure that the Kimberley process remains fit for puipose in a changing world through 
reform. With your support, 1 am confident that we can succeed.

We will launch practical work right away. In the first quarter of 2018, we will reach out 
to the Chairs of the Kimberley Process working bodies to develop a joint work 
programme, which we will share with all of you. We will take stock of our joint efforts at 
the Intersessional in Antwerp at 19-22 June.

As Chair, we are committed to acting as an honest broker, and to working in a pragmatic 
and transparent way. I would like to warmly invite you to reach out to us at any point if 
you wish to convey any suggestions, comments, questions or concerns at EC-Kimberley- 
Process@ec. europa, eu.

I wish you, your families and your colleagues a fulfilling and prosperous New Year and 
look forward to close and productive cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

Hilde Hardeman
Chair of the Kimberley Process 2018
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