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Administrative Decision  
The Use of Technical Certificates for Scientific and/or Forensic Research 
  
Recalling  the  AD  cooperation  on  KP  implementation  and  enforcement  of  2009  that  identified 
the  issuance  of  technical  certificates.  
Recalling  the  Terms  of  Reference  of  the  WGDE of  2016,  specifically  paragraph  A. 4, 
maintaining  a  scientific  sub-group  to  include  dedicated  scientists  and  scientific  institutions  of KP 
Participants and Observers.  
Recalling  the AD on ensuring that diamonds from the Central African Republic are not introduced into 
the legitimate trade of 2014, in particular paragraph 3 that requests the WGDE to extend its origin 
determination research to include the Central African Republic. 
 
Recalling  the AD covering technical certificates for scientific research of 2013 in relation to origin 
research of diamonds from Côte d’Ivoire, that is repealed and replaced by this AD. 

___________________________ 
This Administrative Decision replaces and extends the application of the AD covering technical 
certificates for scientific research of 2013 to include all possible situations and areas of interest. 

___________________________  
[The  Kimberley  Process  Plenary  of  2017  hereby  adopts  the  application  of  technical  certificates 
subject  to  the  criteria  outlined  below:]  

a. Covering  imports  and  exports  relating  to  non-commercial  shipments  for  the exclusive  purpose  of  scientific research,  provided  said  research  is  coordinated by  the  WGDE.  
b. Covering  imports  and  exports  relating  to  non-commercial  shipments  for  the exclusive  purpose  of  forensic research (ie the application of science to criminal and civil laws),  provided  said  research  is notified to the KP.  
c. These  procedures  remain  consistent  with  the  terms  of  the  Kimberley  Process Certification  Scheme  and  its  procedures  related  to  the  issuance  of  technical certificates.  

Suggestions on how to implement this AD following best practices are added in Annex. 
[Approved  by  Plenary  in  Brisbane,  December  2017] 



ANNEX 
BEST PRACTICE IN DEALING WITH TECHNICAL CERTIFICATES FOR SCIENTIFIC AND/OR 

FORENSIC RESEARCH 
DEFINITION, WHEN TO USE THEM AND PROCEDURES TO FOLLOW 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The Kimberley Process recognised the need for a mechanism covering imports and exports 
relating to non-commercial shipments for the exclusive purpose of scientific research, 
provided said research is coordinated by the Working Group of Diamond Experts. In case of 
research for forensic purposes, only notification to KP is required. While AD01/2013 was 
approved at the Plenary meeting in November 2013 to allow rough diamonds to be moved 
from one participant to another using a Technical Certificate for Scientific Research, it was 
specific to Côte d’Ivoire.   This Administrative Decision has been proposed to expand the 
definition so as to make it non-county specific, to allow the movement of rough diamonds, 
that may potentially include conflict diamonds, between participants for scientific and/or 
forensic research.  
 
DEFINITION 
A Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research serves to initiate a chain of 
custody for the export and subsequent import of rough diamonds whose origin may be in 
dispute or unknown to a scientific laboratory or institution for a range of testing.  Diamonds 
that have not been destroyed by the testing process are to be repatriated to where they 
originated (country of export).  Additionally, the KP authority issuing the Technical Certificate 
for Scientific and/or Forensic Research should keep track of the Technical Certificate number 
and data and include this information in its annual report, along with the results of any 
additional actions taken including results of any testing as per AD 2009 on Cooperation on KP 
Implementation and Enforcement. 
 
A Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research is made up of an authorised 
Technical Certificate, an accompanying letter and a chain of custody document. The letter is 
written under the signature of the KP exporting authority and should explain the details of 
the shipment. The process of issuing a Technical Certificate can be initiated by the 
owner/custodian or by the KP Exporting Authority. 
 



Information that can be included in the chain of custody document provided to the Exporting 
Authority by the exporter: 
 

- exporter contact information 
- carat weight 
- USD value 
- description of shipment 
- any supporting documentation such as: 

o origin of mining (if known) 
o commercial invoices 

- name and address of the laboratory or scientific research facility where samples will be sent for testing 
- if possible, a description of the requested testing 
- any available chain of custody documents such as: 

o any customs documentation of the shipment  
o number of containers in the shipment 
o seal (or control) numbers on containers, as well as consignment numbers, throughout the chain of custody 
o gross weight of the shipment 
o importer contact information  

- declaration that the samples are for scientific and/or forensic research purposes only   
PROCEDURES TO FOLLOW: 
 

- As a preliminary step, the KP exporting authority should contact the KP importing authority to provide advance notification of the shipment and to verify that the authority is comfortable with the procedure.  During this step, the contact details of the official that should receive the Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research can be verified.  
Once an agreement between KP Export and Import Authorities in the relevant 
countries has been reached, the KP Exporting Authority informs the scientific sub-
group of the Working Group of Diamond Experts that a scientific test has been 
requested on [insert description of shipment and name of laboratory conducting 
tests] and a Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research is being 
issued.  The latter notification to the WGDE is not required in case of forensic 
research purposes. 

- The KP Exporting Authority issues a Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research addressed to the Focal Point of the KP Participant where the 



laboratory/research institution is located. All relevant details of the shipments chain of custody are attached (example in attachment).  
- Upon completion of the testing, results are sent to the authorised KP Exporting Authority in the country of export, the KP Importing Authority in the country of import, the Working Group of Diamond Experts and the owner/custodian of the shipment.  
- All shipments travelling under a Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research must be returned to the country of export with the results of the testing.   

Note:  A report of all actions should be included in the annual report of both exporting and 
importing KP Participants (countries) as per AD 2009 on Cooperation on KP Implementation 
and Enforcement. 

 



Example of Accompanying Letter 
[Printed on official letterhead paper] 
 
[INSERT COORDINATES OF KP IMPORT AUTHORITY] 
Dear Mr/Ms.        , 
 

In accordance with Kimberley Process Certification Scheme’s (KPCS) Administrative Decisions  Cooperation  on  KP  implementation  and  enforcement  of  2009  and  [insert new AD number]  on the use of Technical Certificates for Scientific and/or Forensic Research, this letter is to accompany and facilitate the handling of rough diamond samples, described in the attached Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research number [insert number], scheduled to be exported to [Name of Participant] by [Name of Company exporting].  
KPCS AD xx/2017 states the following: 

“a. Covering imports and exports relating to non-commercial shipments for the exclusive purpose of scientific research provided said research is coordinated by the WGDE. 
b. Covering imports and exports relating to non-commercial shipments for the exclusive purpose of forensic research provided said research is notified to KP. ” 

The samples referred to in this letter are for scientific/forensic research purposes only and are not tradeable, all samples not destroyed in testing must be returned to [Name of Company as above] once testing is complete, unless the rough diamonds are deemed to be from a source of conflict then the samples must be returned to the [Name of KP Export Authority in the country of export] for further enforcement action.  In addition, information on the issuance of Technical Certificates for Scientific and/or Forensic Research and results of any testing conducted is to be included in the annual report as per AD 2009 on Cooperation on KP Implementation and Enforcement. 
In accordance with [insert new AD number] the Kimberley Process Office of the Exporting Authority of [insert Country of export] has informed the  Working Group of Diamond Experts of the intended shipment by [Name of Company exporting] and has attached the email informing the WGDE.  

Yours sincerely, 
[Name of Official] 
Kimberley Process Office of [Name of KP Participant Country of export] 
enclosures:  (1) [Technical Certificate for Scientific and/or Forensic Research] 
                  (2) [Chain of custody warranty supplied by the exporting company] 



 
c.c.  [Name of Official] 
 [Name of Entity exporting]  
    [Working Group of Diamond Experts] 


