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Dear Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear KP Family, 
All protocol observed, 
 
As vice-mayor for diamonds of the City of Antwerp , I am very proud to speak to you today at 

the closing ceremony of a succesfull Kimberly Proces Intersessional. We are indeed very glad 

to have hosted the Kimberley Process Intersessional Meeting focused on compliance here in 

Antwerp.   

This year we celebrated 570 years of diamonds activity in Antwerp by way of the 

organization of a Diamond Year which ran from October 2017 until last month, during which 

diamonds were constantly in the focus in the whole city of Antwerp.  All this because 

Antwerp is proud to be the Diamond Capital since 1447.  In Antwerp we literally “speak 

Diamond ! 

Then, as it is now, this city was one of the mayor trading places for luxury goods in the world 

but especially diamonds form a huge part in our city’s history. The City of Antwerp is proud 

to boast of our long and privileged relation with the diamond industry. Over the course of 570 

years, we have become entwined with one another. To illustrate this : the very first document 

concerning the Antwerp diamond trade is the decree against the sale of false stones of 1447 an 

official warning that “no one within the city of Antwerp was to buy, sell, pawn or pass on any 

false stones imitating diamonds, rubies, emerald or sapphires, …”.  Already in that time, 

Antwerp had secured a well regulated market which won the absolute confidence of diamond 

traders and consumers. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Since those days, Antwerp is not only the biggest diamond city but also the purest because it 

firmly says “yes” to compliance, throughout the value chain. Antwerp contributes to 

Kimberley Process as it is home to one of the ‘Kimberley Process authorities’ in the EU, 

where the FPS Economy issues and validates KP certificates. In collaboration with the federal 

government of Belgium all diamond imports and exports are physically controlled through the 

Diamond Office, which is unique and serves as an example to many other diamond centres in 

the world. At the retail end of the chain, we have the Antwerp’s most Brilliant label, a 

collaboration between the city of Antwerp and AWDC, in collaboration with FPS Economy. 



AMB is a quality label which is awarded to jewellers who are fully compliant with a set of 30 

criteria. It is our tool to guide visitors to our city to trustworthy so that they can purchase their 

jewellery in confidence.  Another example of these efforts is the expansion of the Antwerp 

UNITAR Cifal-Flanders Centre. Co-founded by the diamond sector, this Centre closed the 

gap between the diamond industry and other important economic actors in the city.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am therefore very glad that this Kimberly Process Inter-sessional concentrated on the 

operational framework for CAR exports so that the KP minimum requirements are upheld, the 

supporting of CAR, artisanal and small scale mining, training in diamond valuation, creating 

KP taskforces to enhance transparency, better rules and procedures and encouraging more 

countries to join the KP Process.   Especially the special forum on artisanal and alluvial 

mining withheld my attention because they are a group for whom it is the most difficult to 

uphold the KP minimum requirements, compared to industrial mining.  Here the 

implementation of KP standards is the weakest, hence the current emphasis on improvement 

in this domain.  

It is also of vital importance that we keep investing in innovation and technology because of 

its importance for the future of a transparent diamond trade.  We have to upheld our efforts to 

encourage producing countries to invest in compliance, traceability, blockchain, sustainability 

as laboratory diamonds are emerging.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Indeed Antwerp is the cradle of transparency and compliance in the diamond trade. It is the 

place where the World Diamond Council was founded. I am therefore honoured and proud 

that Antwerp is not only the home of diamonds, it is also the largest and most transparent hub 

for the diamond trade. One of the critical success factors of Antwerp is the existence of 

expertise and trust. Antwerp has long done itself proud with the importance we place on the 

so-called fifth C, which stands for compliance and confidence. Mining companies are sure 

that their goods are sold at correct price levels, and diamond traders are sure that in Antwerp, 

every diamond parcel is fully compliant with the Kimberley Process Standards and enjoys the 

best checks through our much renowned Diamond Office. This level of transparency is part of 

the DNA of Antwerp. Maintaining this level of transparency is something we continuously 

strive towards, together with all of you !  

 



Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Your presence here today is vital and important for our mutual interest and understanding.  

We would like to thank all partners for joining forces in the preparations of this intersessional 

meeting in Antwerp and wish all the Kimberley Process members the best with their 

continued efforts on compliance in the diamond industry worldwide. On behalf of the city of 

Antwerp, I thank you for being with us today. 

 

Thank you 

	


